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BALTIMORE –  The Geological Society of America and the Association of American 
State Geologists honored Dr. David K. Brezinski of the Maryland Geological Survey 
with the 2007 Frye Award. The prestigious John C. Frye Memorial Award is given 
annually to the best environmental geology report or research paper published by the 
Geological Society of America or by one of the state geological surveys.  
 
“Although the report carries my name, the study resulted from the efforts of several 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and Maryland State Highway Administration 
(MDSHA) employees. I am highly flattered and grateful that our four-year effort was 
recognized,” said Dr. Brezinski. 
 
Dr. Brezinski’s Report of Investigations No. 75, Stratigraphy of the Frederick Valley and 
Its Relationship to Karst Development was recognized for its excellent research and 
mapping. 
Under the auspices of DNR and MDSHA, Dr. Brezinski and his team mapped more than 
1,800 sinkholes and identified natural and man induced factors that lead to the formation 
of sinkholes. Dr. Brezinski’s work discovered that sinkholes frequently occur along old 
stream courses, where building or highway construction disturbed stream routes. City and 
county planning departments are already following the report’s recommendations. 
 
Dr. Brezinski has worked for the Maryland Geological Survey for over 20 years, 
authoring nearly 100 scientific papers and maps. 


